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Enter at Onslow Rd Gate, turn left. There is an
ancient hedge to the left. Note the conservation
strip alongside the hedge; this is to provide both
food and shelter for birds and insects. The
fledgling copse (1) to the right was planted in
2009 and a few wildflowers are now emerging
as the grass is left unmown.

the hedgerow to see the Bee Triangle (5), our
next project. The aim here is to plant with bee
friendly flowers and also to create a de-luxe Bug
Hotel.

Turn right at the Millennium Pond (2). This was
built in 2008 as part of the Million Ponds
Project. The spoil was used to create a wild
flower meadow bank alongside the hedge to
your left. The idea of the pond is to let it mature
naturally and if you sit quietly and watch, a
range of dragonflies can be seen at the right
time of the year.

Turn left along cycle path. At the corner on the
left, notice ladies’ bedsmock, blackberries and
wildflowers (6). Note the Woodland on the left;
nature is reclaiming the old railway.

Follow the hedgerow through the gap. Note the
seat in memory of Arnold Pollard to your right
(3). Arnold was our first benefactor and it was
his inspiration that caused this Nature Reserve
to be created. The hedges now have a tunnel
through their middle. These tunnels were
formed as the outer layer expanded and the
inner part died out over decades. Note the
encroaching Blackthorn everywhere.

Turn right at the stand of trees and follow the
hedgerow back to the cycle path. The meadow
land has encroaching trees and scrub, mainly
Ash. A host of new tree cuttings have been
planted here with the aim of creating a new
woodland area.

Turn left over the bridge to the Bridge Pond (4).
There is a debate over its management – should
we retain it as a filter bed or allow it to dry out?
Left to themselves all ponds have a tendency to
dry out as they fill with weeds and rushes. It is
currently home to a range of amphibians.
Bear left along the hedgerow. Management of
the grass is a balance between recreation and
conservation.
Turn right along the hedgerow. Ignore the gap
in the hedgerow in the left corner of the field.
Turn right. Follow the path through the gap in

Retrace your steps back to the path, following
the hedgerow with the BMX track to your right.

Keep on the path past the school grounds. Go
straight over, crossing the path at the signpost
to Mackworth and City Centre. On the left is the
old railway cutting (7).

with natural paths formed by people in ancient
days. It is mown every year.
Rejoin the path and turn right just before the
exit to Murray Park School (12).
Walk in the meadows. Note the land contours
showing evidence that this was once used for
medieval field strip farming.
Follow the hedgerow to the left. Hedge tunnels
can be clearly seen. The meadow to the right is
mown in the autumn and the grass removed.
The aim is to keep the land poor for wild
flowers; yellow rattle is now spreading, assisting
this transformation.
Continue with the hedgerow to your left. The
meadow here is another place being turned
over to wildflowers. Note the Raptor Table (13).
Sparrow Hawks, Kestrels, Buzzards and,
recently, Red Kites have been spotted here.
Rejoin the path and turn left. Finish back at the
exit to Onslow Road. Hope you enjoyed the walk.

Follow the path back around the corner. Leave
the path and head for the grassy glade. Note
the fallen logs from tree felling which form an
Insect Hotel (8).
Retrace your steps and head back to the bridge.
Note the veteran Oak (9), over 150 years old.
What has it seen?
Turn left immediately over the bridge and
follow the hedge. Turn left through the gap (10).
Note the hidden pond and brook, our first
restoration project. A Woodpecker Hotel is here
high amongst the trees.
Retrace your steps and continue along the
hedgerow (11). We are now in Meadow Land
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